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Commit your work 

to the Lord, 

and your plans  

will be established. 

 
Proverbs 16:3  
 





Service times 8 AM and 10:45AM  

Join the MUSIC! 
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Mark Your Calendar 

Dedication of our New Facilities 

 

Saturday, April 17 4:00  Dedication Service 

    6:00  Dinner 

 

Sunday, April 18 8:00 & 10:45    

    Worship with Holy Communion 

February Devotions 
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From the Pastors 

 
Questions.  Lots of Questions.  Of course!  
As the renovation of our worship space nears completion lots of folks have been asking lots of ques-

tions.    That is wonderful.  Here is the top ten most often asked questions (and the answers even).   

Drum roll please! 

 

10.  Will there be coat racks?  

Yes!  An open coat closet similar to the one we had will be located in the new narthex near the entrance 

to the church. 

 

9. Will there be kneelers attached to the pews? 

Not at this time.  This was a much debated issue.  We only use kneelers on rare occasion, but when we do 

they are important to our worship (and kids like them too!).  But, given the beautiful curve of the pews, 

attached kneelers are an expensive addition.   In an attempt to save money we decided that we can first try 

making kneeling pads/hassocks available (perhaps under the pews) during our penitential seasons when 

we use them.  Attached kneelers can be installed at a later date if we find we miss them. 

 

8. Its cold in there!  Is the organ okay?   

Yes.  Before the construction began, we consulted with the organ builders, who assured us that pipe or-

gans are able to withstand great  changes in temperature, as long as the changes happen gradually.   

(Think of those great old cathedral organs in Europe, surviving many, many years without central heat 

and air conditioning!)  The organ builders also provided our construction company with instructions 

about how to protect the instrument from dust and debris.  The organ  was separated from the construc-

tion site by a dividing wall during  much of the work, and it is now wrapped in plastic from floor to  ceil-

ing and wall to wall.  After a thorough tuning, it will be ready to play again!  

 

7.  Will we go back to using the hymnals when we're in the new worship space?   
Yes, we will.  In the fellowship hall, using the hymnals proved to  be too cumbersome, but with the book 

racks on the backs of the new  pews, it will be easy to begin using the hymnals again.  (P.S.: We  will 

need about 50 more hymnals for our additional seating--watch the  March Epistle for an opportunity to 

donate!)   

 

6.  Will we get new chancel furnishings?   

Yes!  We will begin by using our old altar, reading desk and font.  Planning is already underway to have 

new symbols made.  When the space is complete final designs will be submitted to the Worship and Mu-

sic committee. A new chancel cross and candlesticks will be part of our refurbishing.  As when you 

move, it takes time for a new house to become a home.   

 

5.  What happened to the old window coverings?   

The wonderful Plexiglas window covers made by Jack Starr over a decade ago are being rehung in the 

school wing for the children to enjoy.  The five ground level windows in our new sanctuary have already 

invited some folks to start dreaming about stained glass windows.  We will put up some attractive win-

dow treatments until we can organize a long-term plan for a window project.   
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4.  When will the new sign go up?   

Our new sign has been delivered and will be installed on the Rte. 896 side of the building asap.  The 

weather has to cooperate! Our school has made a generous donation to assist with the cost of the sign.   

 

3.  When will the new sanctuary be dedicated?   

We are planning a gala dedication weekend April 17 and 18.  Put the dates on your calendar and watch 

for details.   

 

2.  How can we afford to do this?   

Through your generous donations! During our first three-year capital campaign, ―Growing in Faith, 

Building to Serve,‖ we received pledges of $750,000.  With the end of the campaign in sight we have al-

ready received $650,000.  We are doing very well indeed!  Thank you!  Thank you!  Thank you!   

After the dedication we will start a second three-year campaign to lower our mortgage. Our goal is to 

raise at least another $750,000 which will bring us to our goal of an affordable monthly mortgage pay-

ment.   

 

And finally the #1 question about the building is…  

When will it be done?   

We expect the building to be ready for occupancy by April 1, just in time for Holy Week!   

The delays we have experienced have been caused by weather, manpower shortages and material slow-

downs.  Since our contractor has given us a guaranteed maximum price, the delays will not add any cost 

to our project.   

 

 

And soon now…we will process from our temporary home in the hall into a stunning new sanctuary 

where we can give God thanks and praise for the abundant gifts we have been given. 

Please keep the questions coming.  I value the ongoing conversation and the chance to share my excite-

ment about the fulfillment of our dream.   

Your patience, your excitement and your commitment to the ministry and mission of our church is truly a 

gift from God..   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Mark Your Calendar 

Dedication of our New Facilities 

 

Saturday, April 7 4:00  Dedication Service 

    6:00  Dinner 

 

Sunday, April 8 8:00 & 10:45    

    Worship with Holy Communion 
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Education News 

St Paul’s School 

 

A Precious Moment 

 
At the close of Children’s Chapel, pastor offers a brief prayer.  This year, the children have started to re-

quest prayers.  One day when Pastor Greg asked the children if they had any prayer requests, he got some 

of the usual responses - sick parents, a grandfather and uncle with cancer, and then a child asked for heal-

ing his cut.  Needless to say, all 41 children displayed current, healed, and very old signs of ―owies‖ that 

needed prayer.  Amidst this chaos, a 3-year-old boy said, ―I want to thank God for the flowers.  They 

make me smile.‖  (Is there a message in here for us – amid our angst, thank God for the flowers?) 

Mark Your Calendar 

Dedication of our New Facilities 

 

Saturday, April 7 4:00  Dedication Service 

    6:00  Dinner 

 

Sunday, April 8 8:00 & 10:45    

    Worship with Holy Communion 
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St. Paul’s 7th Annual Women’s retreat will be held on Saturday, March 6th at the Buena Vista Country Es-

tate in New Castle, Delaware.  We were fortunate to hold our 2008 retreat at the Buena Vista and this 

year the state of Delaware has decided to re-open the estate for Saturday events.  All who are interested is 

assisting with the planning and setting the program are welcome.  

 

Please contact Chris Ebert at cebert@math.udel.edu or 731-9567.  You may also complete the registration 

form and turn it in to St. Paul’s office. 

 

 

St. Paul’s 7th Annual Women’s Retreat 

Saturday, March 6th, 2010 

Buena Vista Country Estate – New Castle, DE. 

All women are welcome! Please come and bring a relative or friend. 

Registration Form 

2010 Women’s Retreat 

 

 

 

Registration due by Tuesday, March 2nd . Please try to submit this form ASAP so we can 

get a reasonable count of the participants. Registration fee: $25.00 

Name ____________________________________________________ 

Address ___________________________________________________ 

Phone ____________________________Email: ___________________ 

Willing to drive _____________________________________________ 

 

Payment Information:  Payment is due on March 2, 2010 (payable to St. Paul’s Lutheran 

Church (women’s retreat)). The registration fee of $25.00 includes lunch, all day bever-

ages, morning continental breakfast, and afternoon cookies. Payment should be submitted 

to Terri Fulwider in the church office and marked ―Women’s Retreat.‖    

Further information or questions,  please contact Chris Ebert (302-731-9567) or  

cebert@math.udel.edu. 

St. Paul’s Women’s Retreat 
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Women of the ELCA 

Who We Are 

 

Within the framework of the mission statement, Women of the ELCA carries out its 

purpose statement. 

 

Purpose: To mobilize women to act boldly on their faith in Jesus Christ. 

 

Mission Statement 

As a community of women created in the image of God, 

called to discipleship in Jesus Christ, and empowered by the Holy Spirit,  

we commit ourselves to grow in faith, affirm our gifts, 

support one another in our callings, engage in ministry and action, and 

promote healing and wholeness in the church, he society, and the world. 

 

All of the women of St. Paul’s are members of this local and national organization of 

Lutheran women.  It was more convenient for the active age group of women at St. 

Paul’s to meet during the day.  We understand that busy mothers and working women 

can’t always participate, but are thankful for when they can join us or support our pro-

jects.  This helps us to unite all the women of St. Paul’s.  It is a great opportunity for 

the women of the church to get to know one another and fellowship which enables us 

to accomplish more service.  Please feel free to join us when you can.  It is not some-

thing that requires attendance every month.  

 

We meet in Fellowship Hall at St. Paul's on the second Tuesday of the month Septem-

ber through June at 10:30 AM.  Any changes are posted  and updated in the weekly bulle-

tin. 
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The February meeting will be a special meeting and  you are invited.  Pastor Keating has requested that 

we open our WELCA meeting on February 9 to anyone that would like to come for some brainstorming 

ideas about the future of St. Paul's.  All are welcome, bring your spouse, this means men are included and 

any one that finds this time convenient for this important discussion.   

 

This is how Pastor Keating put the idea of these Cottage Meetings: 

 

"The idea of the meetings is not so much related to the new building as to the shape and future of the min-

istry and mission of the congregation in the coming years.  We are asking people to dream and vision 

about what might be."  

 

There will be several of these meetings targeting different groups within the church.  Many  "Cottage 

Meetings" will meet in homes.  If our meeting time is convenient for you to discuss this important sub-

ject, please join us.  We will have a short WELCA meeting at 10:30 AM and turn the meeting over to the 

Pastor around 11:00 AM.  Bring a sandwich and fellowship with us for lunch as well.  Our hostesses, 

Janet Snader and Lois Biddle, will provide beverages, a salad and dessert. 

 

Report from our January meeting of WELCA.  What was really nice we had 20 attend.  This is usually 

our low attendance month and had regulars missing.   

 
 

We discussed how WELCA will go forward.  In June the current officers will step down and at the pre-

sent we cannot find a nominating committee.  Would anyone like to volunteer for officers of WELCA?  If 

you have ideas or are interested please contact one of the current officers.  We did have an idea for less 

formal meetings called ―Circles‖ and could meet in the homes or the parlor.  This way there would be no 

officers just hostesses to carry on month to month.  There was also a discussion for an interest in an eve-

ning ―Circle‖.  If there is interest would someone volunteer to help us get this started.   

 
 

In the fall we had a discussion on dropping the June meeting.  We had a vote in January and it was de-

cided that the year for WELCA Meetings would be September through May. 

 

We also voted on continuing with the School Bag Kits.  The vote for this was yes.  However, we will 

need volunteers for a committee to go forward with the planning of this project.   

    

Since our monthly love offering is the main way we build our treasury, we are asking for a one time 

Thanksgiving offering over and above what you usually give.  We are providing envelopes and this can 

be given any time in the next two or three months.  

 

We continue to be grateful for the continued support from the women at St. Paul's.  We look forward to 

having you join us for this wonderful opportunity for fellowship, devotions and service. 

 

WELCA information has been added to the St. Paul's website.  Our thanks goes to Pastor Greg Eidell for 

doing this. 

 

If anyone would like to attend any function for The Women of the ELCA and is in need of a ride please 

call Judy Lewis, (302) 836-9317 or Olive Barton (302) 366-8879.  

Women of the ELCA 
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Jesus Told His Disciples to Sit 

By Eric F. Mease 

 

 

 

W hen I ran a search for the word ―sit‖ in the New Testament, I found 123 hits.  For example: 
 

 In Matthew 9 Jesus ―sat‖ at dinner with tax collectors and sinners. 

 Matthew 14 Jesus ordered the 5000 to sit before he fed them 

 Jesus was constantly being asked who would ―sit‖ at his right hand in paradise. 

Finally Jesus told his disciples to ―sit‖ in Gethsemane while he went and prayed.  

 

Apparently the act of sitting is a major part of scripture!  It’s important to us too.  We (the Worship and 

Music Committee) gather here every month and sit in a circle to discuss the worship and music life of the 

church.  Earlier we discussed the seating for the new nave: should we use existing or new pews?  Should 

they be curved or straight?  Should they be padded? 

 

Two years ago the subject of sitting and chairs came into my life as my parents began their downsizing 

process in anticipation of moving into a condo. Most families hand down coins, gold, silverware, or even 

dishes from generation to generation… not my family.  We inherit chairs. 

 

My parents’ first offering was an upholstered chair and hassock or foot stool.  It was one of my parents’ 

first pieces of furniture after they were married over 56 years ago.  Back around 1970 my Dad reuphol-

stered it in some very 70s fabric featuring large white and green flowers.  Until last summer, it rested in 

my basement sanctum sanctorum, as Jefferson would call his private study space, but last August we do-

nated it to the Lutheran Volunteer Corp’s new residence.  Apparently they were very desperate! 

 

When my paternal grandparents went through their downsizing over 35 years ago one of their living room 

chairs ended up in my aunt’s family room.  Last time I checked, it was still there.  About ten years later, 

my maternal grandparents moved into an assisted living facility and gave my parents two antique Penn-

sylvania German wooden chairs complete with their original hand painted stenciling.   

 

They also passed on a gold Lazy Boy chair which rested in my parents’ living room in one house and 

their basement family room in their last.  Back in November, 2008, my parents offered that chair and a 

green Lazy Boy chair to Adam and Lauren for their furniture starved new basement.  The kids turned 

them down, so the chairs ended up on my back porch family room. 

 

One summer evening last year, I was tweaking a paper about one subject or another when I took a break 

(Continued on page 11) 

February Devotions 
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and whirled around in my desk chair to stare at the bulletin board behind me which is full of  family pic-

tures, mostly of the grandchildren.  I’ve looked at these snap shots thousands of times, but this day I no-

ticed something different on two of them.   

 

Among the pictures is a four generation shot: my paternal grandfather, my Dad, Adam, and me.  My 

grandfather is sitting and the rest of us are gathered around him.  I looked more closely.  He’s sitting on 

that gold lazy boy chair.   

 

I left the computer room, rushed to the family room, sat on the stoop and stared at the chair as if I wanted 

to be sure my eyes were not deceiving me.  Yep, it was the same one. 

 

While it no longer resides in the family room, it has since moved to my basement study room, I don’t 

think I’ll let the kids have it even if they ask.  I think I’ll hang on to it for a little while… at least until 

Janet and I begin our own downsizing and that won’t be for many, many years! 

 
 

Let us pray… 

 

Dear Father in heaven, thank you for your Son, our Messiah, who beckons us to sit at his feet so we may 

learn your way.  And thank you for this opportunity to serve you through the worship and music life of 

your people at St. Paul’s.  Bless and guide all of our decisions so that they comply with your will.   

 

In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen. 

(Continued from page 10) 
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Dedication of our New Facilities 

 

Saturday, April 7 4:00  Dedication Service 

6:00  Dinner 

 

Sunday, April 8 8:00 & 10:45  Worship with Communion 

Growing in FAITH 
Building to SERVE 

Mark Your Calendar 
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I 
n the late ‘50s, members of this congregation took a leap of faith- they purchased land and built 

our church home.  In the mid ‘60s, they added the education wing (the Bob Gerhart wing), and in 

the late ‘80s, they built Fellowship Hall.  In 2003, we decided it was our turn to renovate our 

church for future generations.  We hired an architect and the work began. 

Although economic predictions were bleak, we took our “step of faith” and began renovating our en-

trance and worship space.  This step provided work for contractors who may otherwise be unemployed, 

and it shown as a beacon of faith to all who watched our progress. 

When we approved our “Growing in Faith – Building to Serve” project, we approved costs exceeding  

$2,000,000.  We also approved two fund-raising campaigns. 

Phase 1 Capital Campaign 

By faith, we pledged $750,000 to start the renovation process.    We have currently given about 

$650,000 to the project.  By March 31,  the Phase 1 campaign will be over. 

Our challenge to all who pledged funds for this campaign – 

Meet/Exceed Your Phase 1 Commitment 

Our challenge to those who have not yet participated in this campaign – 

Make a Generous Contribution 

Phase 2 Capital Campaign 

It is almost time to begin our second 3-year capital campaign.  Our goal is to raise at least $750,000 so 

our mortgage will be under $1,000,000.  This campaign will begin in mid-April, with commitment Sun-

day scheduled for May 16. 

As we consider what contributions we can give over the next three years, let us remember – We are giv-

ing a great gift to future generations who worship at St. Paul’s. 

A Challenge of Faith 
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A s we start a new decade, it is time to dream dreams, to imagine what our church community might be by the 

end of the decade.  If you have lived in this area for awhile, you are aware that things change over the years.  Most 

change starts in someone imagination. 

It is now time to let our creative juices have free reign.  What do you think/dream/imagine St. Paul’s to be like by 

2020?  During February and early March, you will have the opportunity to share your vision with others.  No idea 

is too big or too outlandish, too small or too insignificant! 

We have designed 11 group meetings to encourage the free-flow of ideas.  Some will be held in people’s homes 

and others will be at the church.  Check the list of meetings and plan to attend one. 

Meeting Schedule: 

Saturday, Feb. 6 9:30 AM 2010 Council Meeting  Campus Ministry House 
 

Tuesday, Feb. 9 11:00 AM WELCA Meeting  Fellowship Hall 
 

Wednesday, Feb. 10 7:00 PM Parents of Confirmands Church 
 

Sunday, Feb. 14 9:30 AM Families of SCS Kids  Church 
 

Saturday, Feb. 20 5:00 PM   Mark & Lynn Deschere 
4 Hidden Valley Dr.  
Christianstead, Newark 

 

Sunday, Feb. 21 9:30 AM Senior High Youth  Church – Youth Room 
 

Sunday, Feb. 28 After 2nd Service  Bill & Karen Saylor 
 (~ 1PM)   304 Hickory Dr. North 

Hickory Woods, Bear 
 
Sunday, Feb. 28 5:00 PM   Ginny Rundell 

401 Country Club Drive 
Fairfield, Newark 

 
Sunday, Mar 7 5:00 PM   Cindi & Keith Bart 

335 Matthew Flocco Dr 
Newark 

 
Sunday, Mar 7 5:00 PM   Chris & Gary Ebert 

50 Sanford Drive 
Robscott Manor, Newark 

 
Sunday, Mar. 14 5:00 PM   Bob & Michele Patterson 

126 Canal Way 
Newark 

Sharing Our Vision ς {ǘΦ tŀǳƭΩǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ 5ŜŎŀŘŜ 
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JOIN the MUSIC! 
 

We are seeking to make our dedication services as festive and spirit-filled as possible.   

Join one or both of the following dedication music groups and share your excitement with us! 

All are welcome to participate in either ensemble (or both!)—all ages, and no experience re-

quired! 

 

If you are interested in participating, please see music director Nicole Aldrich, email her at 

saintpaulsmusic@comcast.net, or call her at the church, ext. 123. 

 

 

 

The Voices of Dedication 
 

The Voices of Dedication Choir will provide special music 

at the dedication service, Saturday, April 17, at 4:00 pm, 

and the next morning at both services.   

 

This dedication choir will rehearse Sunday afternoons 

from 12:15 to 1:00.  Please try to attend at least four of the 

six rehearsals. 
 

 

 

 

The Bells of Celebration 
 

The Bells of Celebration will ring at the Saturday dedication ser-

vice. 

 

This dedication handbell ensemble will rehearse Wednesday eve-

nings from 7:45 to 8:30.  Because of the nature of handbell 

choirs (each ringer is assigned specific bells), please make every 

effort to attend all rehearsals. 

Voices of Dedication Choir rehearsals   

Sundays 12:15-1:00 

February 21 

February 28 

March 7 

March 14 

March 21 

and Sunday, Apr 11 

12:15-1:30 

Bells of Celebration rehearsals 

Wednesdays 7:45-8:30 

March 3 

March 10 

March 17 

April 7 

April 14 (if needed) 

and Sunday Apr 11  

12:15-1:30 
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Thankful Living  

 
Christmas is over.  We survived New Years.  The kids are back in school, and were those Easter cards in 

the store the other day?  Time sure does fly, doesn’t it?  Well, the church year will fly by too as we begin 

a new budgetary year and feel all of the same pressures of the old year.  The budget is tight.  We will 

need to take extra care in how we use God’s gifts like never before.  But we remember that they are first 

God’s gifts to us, freely given by a loving God.  Gifts that are entrusted to us to use wisely and a portion 

of which we are to return to God for God’s use at St. Paul’s and beyond.  That’s a long way to urge you 

to keep your financial commitment current in 2010.    This may sound like a chore, but it isn’t.  It’s our 

way of saying “Thank you” to a loving God who provides all that we are and have.  Gratitude and giving 

thanks aren’t chores, they’re a way of life. 

 

One way to make Thankful Living even easier is to use Simply Giving… an electronic withdrawal system 

for transferring your designated amount of financial support to St. Paul’s from your bank account to the 

church’s.  All you have to do is fill out a one page form with your account information and your offering 

will be deducted from your bank account and deposited in the church’s account electronically.  At the 

very least it’s one less check to write each month.  Forms are available on the church web site. And if you 

have questions about the process, just Google the Thrivant web site for more information. 

 

Your Stewardship Committee 

Stewardship Committee 

Committees 

Endowment Reflections 

St Paul’s Endowment Funds Recall that St. Paul’s has two; namely, an Endowment Fund for 

Charitable Works and an Endowment Fund for Building Maintenance.  These funds contain donations 

that are invested for the purpose of producing income that is used to support the ministries of St. Paul’s.  

The endowment funds are of the permanent type because gifts are allowed  to accumulate as principal and 

only the interest, dividends, and capital gains can be used to cover unforeseen emergencies and special 

projects that are beyond the annual operating budget of the Church. Endowment giving is a way to com-

plement short term pledges and to ensure the long term financial future of the Church.  You will, by mak-

ing an endowment gift now and in your estate planning, remain a part of St. Paul’s ministries when you 

are no longer able to contribute your time and talents. 
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Lutheran Campus Ministry at the University of Delaware: Our mission is to show our 

Faith in God through fellowship, outreach and service. 

 

Lutheran Campus Ministry at the University of Delaware was reviewed by the Quadrennial Review 

Ministry team on December 1st and 2nd.  The team consisted of Nancy Gable (Region 8 Co-

ordinator) Gettysburg Theological Seminary; Pastor John Ranney, Delaware-Maryland Synod 

Council Representative Lutheran Office of Public Policy for Delaware and Pastor Matthew Riegel 

Lutheran Campus Ministry West Virginia University.  The two day event included interviews with 

Alumni, Director of Student Services, Pastors of local churches, Director of Lutheran Community 

Services, Student leaders, Pastor Heggen, University staff members and members of the Board.  

The visit included Tuesday evening worship and meal.  The review committee approved the written 

Quadrennial Review Ministry Plan completed by LCM.  The committee was impressed with the 

combined effort of the Board, students, St. Paul’s Lutheran Church and Lutheran Community Ser-

vices.  The LCM Board will be reviewing the completed written report at a retreat in February.  

Special thanks to Matt and Kathy Kazmar and Chris Ebert.  

 

Each Lutheran Congregation in New Castle County is encouraged to support LCM at the University 

of Delaware by planning a youth group fund-raiser to benefit the FISH program, recruit people to 

provide a meal for a Tuesday evening in February, March or April, continue to raise prayers for the 

students, Board members and Pastor Heggen. Please call Pastor Heggen or Ann Warner at 368-3078 

to volunteer or to schedule a meal. 

 

It is easy to support Lutheran Campus Ministry every day at www.igive.com/LCM-DE and 

www.goodsearch.com.  Both sites provide taskbars for your browser, so every time you do an inter-

net search, LCM will benefit.  Both sites provide portals for on-line shopping.  Participating ven-

dors donate a portion of your purchase to your designated charity.  There’s no additional cost to you 

and LCM can benefit for the shopping you are doing. Please join in this easy way to support Lu-

theran Campus Ministry at the University of Delaware. 

 

 

Shirley Glines LCM Secretary 

 

Praying+Caring+Thinking+Daring+in the Name of Jesus 

Local Ministries 

Campus Ministry 

http://www.goodsearch.com
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Dear Friends and Supports of the Hilltop Lutheran Neighborhood Center: 

 

We are pleased to present the newsletter edition of the 2008/2009 Annual Report from the Hilltop Lu-

theran Neighborhood Center. 

Given the financial crisis, we prayed for the best and prepared for the worst.  We are very pleased that 

with the financial support of our contributors, some stimulus money, and renovation/rental of the property 

at 1028 W. Sixth Street for the Lutheran Volunteer Program, we made it through 2009 without having to 

reduce any of our services to the children and families we serve on a daily basis.  We were even able to 

provide extended hours and weekend activities for our teenagers throughout the year. 

During this reporting period, we served a total of 249 children.  In our Early Childhood Education Pro-

gram, we served 125 children.  We were very pleased with our services this year as we endured the heavy 

scrutiny of a Federal Review of our Early Head Start Program.  The review did not find any areas of non 

compliance at the Center. 

At the school age level, we served 124 children under our agency motto ―Education Is The Key‖.  Again, 

this year, over 60 percent of our active participants were on the Honor Roll and we proudly saw several of 

our active high school participants graduate from High School and begin their college careers at area col-

leges. 

In September 2009, we were very pleased to hire Mr. Lewis Ponzo as a Youth Service Site Coordinator.  

Mr. Ponzo has been a major asset to the Youth Service operation. 

Working with Board member, Mrs. Margaret Crosby we provided Christmas gifts for all Center partici-

pants and in conjunction with local Lutheran Churches and Bank of America we distributed 298 Thanks-

giving baskets to Hilltop parents and residents of the Hilltop area of Wilmington. 

In 2010, we will continue to have financial challenges.  As an agency, we will do all we can to meet these 

challenges and continue to do all we can to make a positive difference in the lives of the children and 

families we serve. 

Thank you for playing a role in our ongoing effort to make a positive difference in our community. 

 

Very truly yours, 

 

Thomas B. Krapf, President 

Jea P. Street, Executive Director 

 

       

Hilltop Lutheran Neighborhood Center! 
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Angel Tree 

Social Ministry Outreach Committee 

Hope Dining Room project is a very worthy cause that 

serves hungry people from this area.  Volunteers from St. 

Paul’s serve a hot heal every 3rd Wednesday of the month.   

 

It is located in Kingswood Methodist Church in Brookside.   

 

It takes 4 people to cook between 9:30-1:00 and 5 people 

to serve from 12:00-1:00.  Clean-up is between 1:00-1:30.   

 

It’s not an easy job but it is very fulfilling.  Your support is 

vitally important to us as we keep the helping hand out to 

those less fortunate than ourselves.  So please think about 

volunteering once a month or once every other month.   

 

Thank You,  

 

Kathy Dively  Empowerment Center 
 

There is an ongoing need to provide 

hygiene kits and food/snack bags to 

assist with the needs of the clients of 

the Empowerment Center in New-

ark.  There are lists of specific items 

that are needed, posted on the brown 

cart outside of the fellowship hall. 

Many thanks from the Angel Tree families to all who helped to make their Christmas brighter. The 

Christmas-crafts activity, lead by Debbie and Kelly Anderson at the party added a special touch. Espe-

cially popular, was the Cinnamon Cross, which is appropriate for year round display. All who attended 

enjoyed the event. 

 

Many thanks also for the children’s birthday cards. If you would like mail out a few please contact Olive 

Barton. 
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Correspondence 

Dear Rev Keating, 

 

Thank you so much for your church’s wonderful contributions throughout 2009. 

 

As with all contributions that we receive, we immediately put yours to work serving low income people 

through one of our housing, food or other programs here in New Castle County.  Your contribution is 

deeply appreciated by our neighbors in need, our dedicated volunteers, the rest of the staff, and me. 

Generous contributions such as yours are the key to our ability to continue to serve ever increasing num-

bers of people.  We receive support in all sized and amounts from many different sources.  The ongoing 

contributions of Lutheran churches in our area, however, have been the bedrock upon witch we have op-

erated our many different programs since we were founded in 1959 by a coalition of Lutheran pastors and 

concerned citizens. 

Again, we thank you. 

Sincerely,  Jean Warren, LCSW Executive Director 
 

 

 

 

 

Dear Friends, 

 

On the behalf  of all of your neighbors served by the Newark Empowerment Center, I wish to thank you 

for your generous donation.  When Friendship House and the Newark Homeless Coalition joined forces 

to start the Empowerment Center in March, 2007, no one could have foreseen the economic hard times in 

our future. 

Despite this dramatic increase of need and services, the Newark Empowerment Center continues to be 

fully staffed and funded by Newark’s own faith communities, businesses and community organizations.  

Without your ongoing support, this ministry could not happen. 

 

God Bless You,  Bill Perkins, Director 

 

 

 

Dear Friends in Christ, 

 

This is to acknowledge, with our gratitude, your recent gift to Tree of Life. 

Your regular giving to TOL is a source of encouragement and a visible reminder of the Gospel partner-

ship we enjoy. 

Your gift will continue to help TOL’s mission to share Christ’s love in Middletown, Odessa, Town-

send...and the world. 

Thank you for your generosity and for your partnership. 

 

Most Sincerely Yours,  Wesley Hamlin, Interim Pastor 



FEBRUARY 

Acolytes 
  

Milt Markley 731-9334 

2/7 8:00 AM 

10:45 AM 
Kelli Williams, Nico Galloway, T. j. Williams 

Amanda Gerrick, Brittany Pellegrino, Carrie Weidman (mentor) 

2/14 8:00 AM 

10:45 AM 
Colin Land, Mitchell Land, Becky Heinz 

Dylan Spence, K.C. Collins, Danny Bornemann 
2/21 8:00 AM 

10:45 AM 
David Fett, Erik Peterson, Jack Roberts 

Seth Olson, Katie Yaiser, Jenni Williams 

2/28 8:00 AM 

10:45 AM 
Alex Fleetwood, Anna Fleetwood, Wil Anderson 

Ryan Morris, Joshua Clark, Ezra Beudot 

3/7 8:00 AM 

10:45 AM 
Rob Cantiello, R.J. Williams, David Fett 

Ryan Holland, Dawn Skovronski, Nancy Gompers 

Ushers 
  

Paul H. Sammelwitz 368-9395 

2/7 8:00 AM 

10:45 AM 
Dewey Smith, Gary Routh, Joseph Russo, John Krick 

Tom & Seth/Susie Olson, Robert Knight, Chuck Maass 

2/14 8:00 AM 

10:45 AM 
Eric Benson, Keith & Cindy Bart, Brent Colby 

Dean Shippy, Vern Myers, Herb Pedersen, Deborah Berke 

2/21 8:00 AM 

10:45 AM 
Mike Mayer, Pat Fett, Jeff & Justin Evans 

Bob & Mary Boord, Bob Patterson, Rob Heinz 
2/28 8:00 AM 

10:45 AM 
John Krick, Dewey Smith, Claire Dennis, Gary Routh 

Chuck Maass, Robert Knight, Jay & Mary Beth Bergstrom 

3/7 8:00 AM 

10:45 AM 
Keith & Cindy Bart, Brent Colby, Joseph Russo 

Bill & Steve Munch, Tom & Seth/Susie Olson 

Greeters  8:00 AM                                                 10:45 AM 

2/7  Ed & Pat Miller                                        Jenny & Herb Pedersen 

2/14  Nancy & Ken Lomax                               Linda & Vern Myers 

2/21  Cindy & Keith Bart                                  Dave & Sandra Thompson Schrader 

2/28  Mark & Lynn Deschere                            Susan & Mackenzie Allen 

3/7   

   

Set-up/Break Down (if we 

are not in the Church. 

 

2/7  Worship and Music 

2/14  Finance 

2/21  Altar/Flower Guild 

2/28  Property 

3/7  Assisting Ministers 
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Assisting Minis-

ters 8:00 AM  10:45AM 
2/7 Eric Mease  Gale Paul 

2/14 Paul Sammelwitz  Donna Feldman 

2/17 Noon 

Ash Wednesday 

 7:00PM  

2/21 Mary Beth Bergstrom  TBD 

2/28 Loretta Peterson  Olive Barton 

3/7 TBD  TBD 

    
Altar  Guild    

2/7 TBD 2/21 Ginny Rundell 

2/14 TBD 2/28 TBD 

2/17 TBD 3/7 TBD 

    
  

   Bread Providers 
     

2/7 Sherri Mench 2/21 Debbie Galonsky 

2/14 Jean Miller 2/28 Claire O’Neal 

2/17   Ash Wednesday  Judy Runkle 3/7 Lynn Deschere 

    

Lay Readers 8:00 AM  10:45 AM 

2/7 Lynn Deschere  Chuck Maass 

2/14 Jane McKown  Chris Locke 

2/17    Noon  7:00PM  

2/21 Arch McKown  Ginny Rundell 

2/28 Eric Mease  Sandra Thompson Schrader 

3/7 Paul Sammelwitz  David Schrader 

Prayer Partners 8:00 AM  10:45 AM 

2/7 Olive Barton  Loretta Peterson 

2/14 Lynn Deschere  Mary Picking 

2/21 Loretta Peterson  Olive Barton 

2/28 Lynn Deschere  Mary Picking 

3/7 Olive Barton  Loretta Peterson 

    

    

FEBRUARY 



1 

 

2 

 

 

 

 

 

3 

 

 

4 

 

 

5 

 

 

6 

 

 

 

 

7 

 

 

 

 

8 

 

 

 

9 

 

 

 

 

10 

 

11 

 

 

 

 

 

12 

 

 

 

14 

Jenna Volker 

 

Dianne Fuhs 

Erick Lawler 

Kevin Watt 

Jera Wunder 

Isabella Denk 

 

Michael Fox, Jr. 

Adam Fleetwood 

 

Mary Cass 

Matthew Brown 

 

John Verdi 

Bruce Herscher 

 

Rick Eiker 

Jennifer Thomas 

James Shughart 

Abigail Zohlmann 

 

Nancy Davis 

John Snader 

Jason Clark 

Karla Freeman 

 

Viola Palo 

Eugene Spence 

Candyce Hublein-Pizzala 

 

Judith Buth 

Patricia Sabisch 

Michelle Denk 

Victor Herscher 

 

Michael Mayer 

 

Al Gruber 

John Krick 

Melinda Biddle 

Tara Baney 

Colleen Sullivan 

 

William Funaiock 

Corby Smith 

Abigail Horah 

 

E Thomas Burke, Jr. 

Nicholas Schwander 

Deena Anderson 

Emily Duck 

Madison Markley 

 

 

 

 

 

15 

 

 

16 

 

 

 

17 

 

 

 

19 

 

 

 

 

20 

 

 

 

21 

 

 

 

23 

 

 

 

 

24 

 

 

25 

 

 

 

 

 

26 

 

 

27 

 

28 

 

 

 

29 

 

 

Neil Campbell 

Kyle Verdi 

 

Mark Neil 

Bradley Kaden 

Allison Viscardo 

 

Ellie Marraffino 

Amanda Gerrick 

Jackson Burritt 

 

Antje Yaiser 

Jeff Rogers 

Jacob O’Neal 

Caitlyn Onizuk 

 

Joyce Kershner 

Ruby Queen 

Lillian Hendershot 

 

Laura Blenderman 

Christopher Colby 

Amy Verdi 

 

Linda Sayther 

Rosemary Steve 

Richard Koch, Jr 

Sandi Campbell 

 

Christian Skorupa 

Dylan Saylor 

 

Bruce Anderson 

Ann Vinson 

Dawne Johnson 

Brianne Smith 

Emily Dempsey 

 

Elaine Eiker 

Lisa Whittaker 

 

Donald Bolduc 

 

Herbert Bollman 

Tanya Friel 

Anthony Morris 

 

Grant Sullivan 

Jared Sullivan 

 

 

February Birthdays 
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Mark Your Calendar 

Dedication of our New Facilities 

 

Saturday, April 17 4:00  Dedication Service 

    6:00  Dinner 

 

Sunday, April 18 8:00 & 10:45    

    Worship with Holy Communion 
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